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From mutual Wants ſprings mutual Happineſs." © _ 


HY are ſome men ſet over other 

men to rule and govern them? 
This is a queſtion we promiſed to examine, 
but it will be neceſſary, in the firſt place, 
to enquire of what / Government is, 
for nothing that is uſeleſs can be worth 
ſupporting at all; but if we ſucceed in | 
finding out its uſes, we ſhall cafily com- 
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Neben every thing elſe. relating to its | 
eſtabliſhment. And thus we ſhall ſet Go- 
vernment upon a broad and firm founda- 
tion, a foundation which, no man would 
even with to undermine, for no one defires 
to deſtroy that which is a benefit to him. 
You haye probably read the ſtory of the 
Old Man with the bundle of Arrows, and 
you know that ſingly we are all of us 
weak, but collectively ſtrong. You know 
too that one man cannot make all the 
things he wants. One of you can plough 
the land ; another graft and prune trees; 
another weave cloth; another ſhape and 
| faſhion the tools by which theſe things 
are done. It is therefore very deſireable 
that men ſhould aſſociate and live together. 
It is likewiſe pleaſant, and agreeable to 
the nature of Man, who loves ſociety, to 
be thus aſſociated. You muſt be con- 
vinced of this by the pleaſure you take in 

forming 
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forming yourſelves into little clubs, and 


knots. of neighbourhood. A State is a 


more numerous club; a wider nei ghbour- 


hood ; an aſſociation including all leſſer 
aſſociations: : but as it is difficult at once 


for the underſtandin g to embrace an object 


of ſuch magnitude, the greater will be 


better comprehended by beginning with 
the leſs. If your child wants to know 
what a State is, take him between your 


| Knees and ſay to him“ My child! 


when you were very little, our ſmall 


cottage, and its ſpot of garden-ground, 


was all that you were acquainted with 
of the wide world. Your mother nou- 


riſhed you at her breaſt, I carried you in | 


my arms; your brothers and fiſters played 
with and careſſed you: all people beſides 


were ſtrangers to you; ſo far from wiſhing 
to ſee them, you ſhrunk and hung back 


when they approached, Thus we guarded 
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- the feeble beginnings of your life, as we 


guard a taper that is a juſt lit; ſpreading 


the hands anxiouſly round it to ſhelter it 


from wind, and keeping it ſtill, till the 
flame has gathered ſtrength. This firſt 
ſociety is called a Family. It is the root 


of every other ſociety. It is the begin- 
ning of order, and kind affections, and 


mutual helpfulneſs and provident regu- | 


lations. If this ſpring be pure, what 


proceeds from it will be pure: if it be 
polluted, the broader waters will be UC | 
coloured, My child, love your family, 
Its ſtrength is your ſtrength, its intereſts. 
are your.intereſts ; one ſtream of life flows 


through every member of it. You owe 


much to your parents; my child, pay it 
to your children; for this is the wiſe ap- 
pointment and beautiful contrivance of 
God, that ſo man might never, at any 
moment of his exiſtence, find himſelf 

| | ſingle, 


7 
1 1 1 f 


 fingle, unconnected and free from obliga2 | 
tion; that ſo the relation of families might 
not be broken off, but might be continued 
through all generations in a lengthening 
and per petual chain. But, my child, 


you are now grown older; your walks 
1ded to all the cluſter of houſes 


are ext 


amongſt which we live: you know the 


inhabitants; every one of them takes you 
by the hand, and bids you good-morrow 


as you paſs. You know every copſe and 
field, and paſture belonging to them; for 
you have been with the old men of the 


pariſh when they went to trace out and 
mark the bounds of it. This then i is the 


next Society; the members of it are 


townſmen ; they know each other; they 


care for each other ; the rich hel p the 
poor, the poor work for the rich ; they 


are more united than ſtrangers. Now, 
my child, if you travel on, you come to 
„ -. bother 
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hor towns, aſk fields and i and 
others ſill beyond. them far, and. further 
than you can ſee, Eaſt and Weſt, and North 
and South, reaching on every ſide to the 
great Ocean, and all theſe together make 
up that large ſociety called a State; ſ 
. is it, that you muſt ſtretch our 
imagination to conceive properly of its 


extent; it contains thouſands and thou- 
ſands of families whom you never tans + 
ſeen, nor probably ever will ſee; yet of 
all this you are a part, and joined to it 
ina moſt intimate and binding connec ion, 
like a limb to the body, or a ſingle ſhoot 
to a large tree. Theſe are all goyerned 
by the fame q ules they ſpeak the ſame. 
| language; they make war or peace to- 
gether. My «bild, love your Country] it 
contains all you. love; all leſſer ſocieties, 
of friends families and townſmen, are in- 
cluded. in, | this vaſt, this comprehenſive, 

com- 


\ 


F. 9 I > 
community ln this manner, — iends 
inſtruct your children, E and. make. theſe 
important terms familiar i in their mouths i 
as Souſbold namen. ] 


| If it be 4 for what reaſons. men 
aſſociate i in this Jarge: connection, conſider 
within yourſelves for what reaſons you 
aſſociate in ſmaller ſocieties. Conſider 
what ſervices you would wiſh from Your 


neighbours, - and what advantages you 
would expect from agreeing to live to- 
gether, if you were to belong to no other 
community than that of the little town= 


ſhip: where you were about to ſettle your- 
felves—You would with, in the firſt 
place, that no one might hurt or do any 
injury to his neighbour. You would not 
have the ſtrong abuſe the weak. You 


would wiſh: that a woman or a young _— 
child, ſhould croſs the green, or go to the | 
neigh- 


neighbouring market, with as much fikey 
as the ſtouteſt man amongſt you. Tou 


like to ſleep in your 'beds, without being 5 


diſturbed by ruffians; and you would 


| think it a fad ſtate of things if, when you 55 


go out in the fields to work, you were 


obliged to keep watch, and to ſpyanxi fly 
into every wood and bye lane, leſt troops . 


of robbers ſhould fall upon you, and put 6-2; 
you to death, or carry you into flavery; 
You wiſh, therefore, in the firſt place; ; 
ſecurity to your perſons. You further 
with, that when you have ploughed a 


field, or laid down a meadow for hay, 


your idle neighbour may not be permitted 
to reap the corn you have ſown; or ME 


| turn in his cattle to trample down your 
graſs. You chuſe to enjoy the fruits f 
your induſtry. You like to fay; this it 
mine; when you have wrought any thing 


wW'y our {kill or produced it from the 
: 1 earth 


| economy; and you ſeel that without ths |} 
encouragement you would not have ſuffi- 
cient motive for your exertions. Von 
wiſh therefore the ſecurity of property. 
Lou wiſh further to have ſome general 
cnown and agreed to by all. by 
which every one may conduct himſelf in 
the intereourſes of life: you with regula- 
tions for your fairs and markets, eſtabliſhe 
weights and meaſures, and appointed days 
for particular buſineſs... You wiſh then 
Laus, and a Police. You with for ſome 
method of determining diſputes which 3 
may ariſe ; and of bringing to reaſon. an 
refractory member of the ſociety. Van = 
wiſh then 2 Julicature. You would be 1 
willing, eſpecially thoſe of you who. are 
in eaſy circumſtances, to ſpare ſomething ww 
out of the produce of your ſhop, or your 7 
farm, for a common purſe, in order to 8 -M 
build $ | 


| E w P LL 
build a EGS to make a road, to hows 


1 a ſchool, to erect a market-croſs, to fink 
a well, or any the like uſeful works ; or- 


even to make a bowling- green, or plant 
a walk of trees, where you may aſſemble 
with your families, and amuſe yourſelves 
when the labour of the day is over. You 
wiſh then @ revenue. F urther, perceiving 5 
that theſe excellent regulations you had 
made would not execute themſelves, and 
that what is every one's buſineſs is no 
one's buſineſs, you would appoint ſome 
one or more perſons amongſt you whoſe 
province it ſhould be to fee that all theſe 
rules were obſerved, and your money laid 
out with faithfulneſs and judgment. At 
theſe perſons could not well look after 
your buſineſs and their own too, you 
would be willing to appoint them a falary, 
which might make them amends for their 


time and trouble ſpent upon your affairs; 
| — you 


"—_—_ —_ n Wax — 


1 15 


2 you > dank likewiſe contrive that by ap- 


= pointing men to attend them when their 
office required it, they ſhould always have 
power enough to make your rules be | 
obſerved, in ſpite of all the reſiſtance of ; 
ill- diſpoſed and licentious people. vou 


wiſh then ruling powers, and an executive 
force, And thus you would have formed, 
almoſt without knowing it, that inſtitu- 


tion called Government : you would have 


traced in miniature the fame plan which, 
with a larger outline, embraces the in- 


tereſts of States and Empires. It will 
have been ſuggeſted to you, as every other 
invention of man has been ſuggeſted to 
him, by his wants; and therefore it is 
that you will be at no loſs to know its 
uſes. Men ſuffer from the cold, and they 


contrive cloathing ; ; they require ſhelter, 
and they conſtruct houſes ; they have 


need of ſociety, and they form Govern- 


ments, There is nothing of myſtery in 


this, 


"4 


this, nothing that requires to be wrapt 
up in ſtrange and unintelligible terms; 
the ſteps are plain and eaſy; the benefits 
are felt by all, and therefore it may be 5 


com 3 by all. 


It has been aflerted by 4 that if 
men all were virtuous, there would be 
no occaſion - for Government; ; this, | 
however, is far from being true. If | 

all men were virtuous, we ſhould in- 
deed want no priſons, no terrible exe ; 
cutions, no armed ſoldiers, but we ſhould 
Rill want Government, becauſe we ſhould 
want ſociety. Government is uſeful for 
three things. Firſt, for protection: every 
man is protected with the force of every 
man ; no force can attack the ſubject of 
the laws ſo great as that which defends 
him; even the man who riſes to injure 
him is made at the ſame time, by the 
compelling force of Government, to con- 
tribute 


pe * * 3 


- FE for managing ; thoſe affir which 
Societies have in common 3 when affairs 
are too big for any private undertaking, 
they are managed by the Society, By 
Government the whole ſtrength of the 
community is made to act together, like 
a giant beam of ſome vaſt machine which 
plays with the complicated force of 2 
thouſand movements, and executes at 
once what a number of fingle arms would 
attempt 1n vain. Thirdly, Government 
is uſeful for regulating many things which 
in themſel ves are indifferent, but which, 
in order to prevent diſputes, it is neceſſary 
to determine by ſome fixed and preciſe * 
rule. In ſome caſes, the law tells you | 
what is right, and what 18 wrong ; but 
in ſome it makes the right and wrong. 
I will try to explain this. Reaſon tells 


us, that every man ſhould enjoy the fruit 
of 
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: dit own aal, 3 but 1 a tenant 4 finds i in 5 0 
his field a copper mine, or a coal-pit, BD 


reaſon will not tel] him whether it ſhould 75 
belong to himſelf, or to his landlor rd. | 5 1 
Reaſon will not tell him whether the 8 
fiſh i in the river ought to be in common, 
or to belong to the occupier of, the ground 
on its banks: reaſon will ſay that his pro- 
perty ſhould be ſecured to him during his 
life, but reaſon will not fay in what | pro- : 
| Portions it ſhall be divided after his death 
amongſt. his family ; if indeed it will | ” 
ſecure its perpetual continuance there. 
Yet theſe are circumſtances too important 
to be left to the turbulent deciſions of the 
moment ; they are therefore made the 
object of law, and by this means a number 5 
of caſes are determined i in a quiet and re- | 
gular manner, which, without ſuch an au- 
thority to appeal to, would occaſion con- 


tinual animoſity and contention, becauſe 
na 
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commetce, no wee: Fi) Governnl nt 


| holds/ them with a looſe, and fight band 
of connection; few. of their actions 0 


f reſtrained. The diviſion of tribe, 8 


which a kind of family go 
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exerciſed, anſwers to them all the ends * 
a more com plicated {cheme of legiſlation, 


But. it is not ſo in ſuch a commu 
ours. We want much more of Society; 
and therefore Government extends itſelf 
to many of our moſt. common and in- 
different actions. We want ſecurity for 
various kinds of property, of the moſt 
delicate and complex nature: we want 
proviſion for our teachers z we want pro- 
viſion for our poor, and inſtruction for 
them; we want armies and fleets for our 
defence, You have ſeen a ſhip, and you 
know how very little 'way one day 8 work 
of any of you would. go towards com- 


pleating 


Ity as 


bt 


want tarts” with foreign nation — 


48. 
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pleating it: "wwe" want many ſhips 3 we, 
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We want ſome'things for the p 
decent ſpl Which becomes a great 2 
and rich people; and all | theſe affais 
muſt be managed and directed by the 1 be 
public act and conſent. We v ang 5 | ; 
much of Government, and therefore it 3 
lays us under many reſtraints; reſtraints. 4 1 
as uneaſy and difficult to bear." to one nt | f 
accuſtomed to our ſtate of ſociety, as the ö 
faſnion of our cloaths would be to the 4 
half- naked Indian,” that bounds: along Ki 
without incumbrance amongſt his native | B 
plains. We bear theſe reftrainits, becauſe Þ 
we think the advantages make it worth | 
while; chere is no other reaſön.— Man. 
feeble and defence ie in chyſelf, rejoi ce 

that thou art joined to community! 4,4 
Individuals * that; you are gathered. 3 
2 by i 2 no | 


* 


if 
* 


would be drawn, out to ſhield 1G | one of. 
little infants from violence or op 
If a ſingle ian were to attack 
who, is ſtout, he could perhaps 
bimſelf; hut he cou old not "6ſt LY 


cruel, 2 
ho” 9 


occupy + a large, ſpace in . 


ID 


; houſes, and carry.away; | 
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becauſe you 
becauſe its fields, and woods, ane 
are endeared by early Anſar apd | tender. 
recollections; 5 though th Nor Wai agreca ble 


to our nature, and. g fource. of Hod and. | 
exquiſite delight, ; hut, becauſe it includes. ? 


* 


every. other object of, borgen A 


1 — hk: 305 in, Ts 
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auſe it ugites. 


all ſeparate energies into, one-energy, all, 


ſeparate wills in into one 


Hiorle i 
united and declared th Ils ef 42 
—Reverence yourſelv 8. , for ech 
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a {mal} part, ſtill you a are a a part Wo 155 
Country. n Jen 
but in your Country you are e in, 
yourſelyes you. are. obſcure, but in in 
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Country you are celebrated; in 105 15 0 


2333 TA 


you are unlearded, but 1 in your C Co perk; 
you poſſeſs all ſciener and all art; in e 


THO 


ſelves you are defenceleſs, bat in your 
Country 


1 0 


clelres 5 you, are Weak... | 
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Gt, its eetakights” are your triumphs; * 
every active citizen has a right to ſay, 
* "We _ this, ” when 007 eaten 


255 
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KATY of your do - 0 meſtic chihfoith. Os be 
induſtrious exertions, of bur ſolemn 

4 prayers ; be ready for an any ſacrifice it may . 
= require of you; and” remember that 8. a 
J each of you, however inconſiderable, ; 

T benched by your Country; 0 re 
F N Country, however extenſive, is ; benefited 
N by every one of the leaſt of you, provided 
J te fincerely exerts himſelf. for that 
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every ching belonging t0+it\ fed * rue 
centre and proper point of view z * * 
will be able to zal what is niſhapen 
monſtrous, and out of proportion, and 
what is well ; contrived, beautiful, and 
harmonious. | Government is a machine 
conſtructed for a certain purpoſe. + If any 
one Were to ſhew. you a machine with 'A 
number of wheels, ſprings and move- 
ments, * was to aſle you to judge of its 

conſtruction you would immediately en- 

quite for what purpoſe it was intended; 
for without ſuch information you might 
ſee indeed that there was a great deal of 

- mechaniſm employed about it, but whe- _ 
ther well or ill contrived you would not 


be able to tell; for the proportion of every 
work depends on the effect to be i | 


by 


mon houſe the ſame proportions? | 
en auſe their ends are « 
ment is an invention 
"mens car | 
| along with nd apply i | 
Carpenter does his rule and | 
fairer and more —— | 
ind hang the State. I do net f, 
that no difficulties will remain, . 


remain. All Politicians would 


"ed they are to have in view: hüt 
is, that in many States, I m 


moſt, Government is an invention f 


4 : advantage 
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a Pl 


adyanta a9. Of of a 4 nen, or 1 of one 


OWED 4 


man, and conſequently for the oppreſiion 


and degradation of the reſt, 1 ſuppaſs 55 
you © can be at no loſs to determine which 


of theſe ends i is the moſt deſireable. You 


that if happineſs | be good, the more of it 


thete ! is in the world 1 the better. ; and chat 
it is 2 nobler Plan which contrives the 


happineſs of all, % than that which con» 


„ „„ he 2048 


trives che happineſs oply of a part. If 
chen you agree with me in this opinion, | 
we will hy aſide all the other plans of 


Government as not to our purpoſe. 


| of all; for Up plain reaſon, that, n have 


Re. - an 
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need not conſider long to be convinced, 


They may be very well contrived and 
proportioned to anſwer the end they a are 
intended for, but it is not our end. We ; 
do not think the happineſs of a few men | 
a ſufficient object z we want the happineſs . 


1 1 


25 ada dente to 'be happy, « and an e 
. right t to be ſo. . pee 


"Fe would fave a great deal of a | 
trouble, if thoſe who pretend to explain . 
the wheels of any particular Government, 
would tell you at once which of theſe 
0 purpoſes it is intended for, for want of 
; which they cannot make the ſeveral 
parts anſwer to their deſeriptions, and are 
as ſtrangely puzzled as a man would be 


Who ſhould endeavour ta explain to you 
$ = pump, making you | believe all the while 
12 1 it was a machine to tell the hour of the 
1 day; and then they find themſelves obliged 
lt 80 to ſay, that the machine i is made with ſuch ; 


exquiſite ſkill, it is too difficult for aß 
but workmen to underſtand ; ; whereas, if 
they would fairly ſay, This Government 


: \ 
is not intended for the advantage of all, 
but 
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